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vember 17. 


of late fo many 
omen leav 


lave he ard 
Complaints of W 
ing their Husbands Beds, that 
I cannot forbear giving an In- 
{tance of the Unkind nefsot a 
certain Lady, who bas made a poor 
Gentleman one of the unhappictt 
Mort als inche World. He wan ders 
about in the Fields, in the Park,and 
in the Streets, as a Mon bereav'd of 
Senfe. One Day. as he was think- 
ing upon thefe things, I met him by 
chance, and fnding hm more un 
eafy than he ufed ro be, Lasked him 
feveral times the reafon of his Dil- 
content, and told him that if it were 
fora \Voman, it Was more than any 
of the Sex deferved, who followed 
the Courfes of his Bride. ‘The Gen- 
tleman being fomewhat afhamed of 
fhewing fo much Defpondency un- 


- a Misfortune that is fo much in 
Fafhion now a-dayvs, endeavoured to 
bear up his Spirits as well as he 
could. But having then his Heare 
full, (a Pathon weil known to thofe, 
who are fo foolith as to admire a 
wanton Woman) he condefcénded 
to the delire of ealing his Mind, and 
ingenuoufly confefsd to me, that 
Trouble wherewith he was opprefs'd 
proceeded from his being abfene 
from his \Wife. I, who thought he 
was above th ings of that Nature,; 
jeerd him, and told him | wonder’d 
zh a Man who knew {9 well how 
to reprefent the weak fide of other 
Pe opie, fhould be guilty of a Miftake 
he ufed to blame every Day in his 
Friends. [ fhewed him that the moft 
ridiculous of ail was to love a Wo. 
man who had no regard for him, 
For my Part (faid 1) I mult needs 
tell you, that 1f1 we sy ung, and fo 
unhappy as to find my felf im fuch a 
S { Con? 
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Condition, and if Twas fully per- 
{waded that the Woman I love di- 
ftributes her Favours to others; I 
fhould have fuch a litrle Concern 
for her, that it would infallibly cure 
my Patlion I told him he hada Souf- 
f_étion he could not have if fhe was 
his Miftrefs ; and Revenge, which 
commonly fucceeds Love in an in 
jur’d Lover may make amends for 
all the Uneafinets his Wife gave him, 
fince he need on'y get her contind 
in a Mad Houle, and that would be 
a {ure way to appeafé his Jealoufy. 
My Friend,who heard me tor fome 
time quictly enough, interrupted me, 
and ask’d whether I had ever been 
married. I told him ves, 1 had a 
Wife as a Man of Honefty ought to 
have, but I fhould never have fo 
much troubled my felf for a thing 


which my Honour fhould have re- 
quired from me; and I was afham’d 


to fee him fo uncertain. I perceive 
(faid the Gentleman) that you have 
never been a true Lover of your La 

dy, and that you take the Figure of 
Love for Love it felf. For (fays he) 
I will not alledge many Examples, 
whereby I might prove the Power of 
that Patlion ; bur will only give you 
fome Account of the Perplexity I 
am in, to make you fenfible how lir- 
tle a Man is Matter of himfelf, when 
Love toa Wife, though a Harlot, 
has got an Affendant over him. 
Wherefore, in anfwer to what I had 
faid, that he formerly had a perfec 
Knowledge of Mens Hearts, as it 
appeared a the publick Defcription 
he daily ufed to difcover. He con- 
fefs'd he had made it his chief Study 


to know their weak fide; but if he 
had learnt that the Danger might be 
fhunn’d Experience had taught him, 
that ic is impofiible to avoid it. He 
judged of ic by himfelf. After he had 
given me fume Account of his Mar- 
riage, and made feveral Retlections 
upon his Misfortunes, he told me.he 
was refolved to have his Lady home, 
and to live with her as if fhe was not 
his Wife ; but if I knew the Anguifh 
he was in, | fhould pity him ; for 
his Sorrow was come to fuch aPitch, 
that he could not forbear being con- 
cerned for her. And when he con- 
{idered that it was impoilible to over- 
come his Affections for her, he was 
apt to fancy that his Wife finds it 
no lefs dificult to conquer her Jn- 
clinations to be a Coquet, and he 
was more difpofed to pity her than 
to blame her. For altho’ I fhould 
fay that none but a Fool could love 
in fuch a manner, yet it was his O- 
Pini on. that there ts but one fort of 
Love for a vertuous Husband ; and 
that thofe who had never been fo 
nice in that Point,are perfect Stran- 
gers to it. Don’t you wonder (con- 
tinued he) that my Reafon fhould 
ferve me only to make me {nfible 
of my Weaknefs,without being able 
to cure the Difeafe ? I told him, thar 
he was more to be pity’d than I 
thought; but I hopd Time and 
Patience would relieve him. I alfo 
entreated him, at our parting, to ufe 
his Endeavours towards that end, 
He promis'd me he would; but he 
much feared the Succefs. 1 could 
fay much upon this Head both for 
and againft the Gentleman ; but this 

Point 
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Point may ferve to conclude all, 
Tis fad to confider it fhou!ld be the 
hard Fare of a Man of a refincd Ge- 
nius, inthe mictt of the Praifes of a 
Populous City, fhining with Glory, 
and admir'd all the Nation rund, 
fhould by Marriage be deprived of 
his Quiet; nay made fo unhappy as 
not to have the Satisfaction otf de- 
fpifing the Crofs, 1 mean the Perfun 
who caufes all his Vexations. 





From my Study, at Six a Clock in the 
Morning, 

Ww E can run any hazard to_pur- 

chafe an Eftate,take any Pains 
to fave our Lives, and yet we {cru- 
ple to be at any Expence for the at. 
taining of our Peace. | being rother 
Day unhappily thruft into a Crowd, 
could not get at liberty without the 
lofs of my Cloak. This Misfortune 
fent me home, where I read Philofo- 
phy for two or three Hours together, 
and that Science fo far allay’d my 
unruly Paffions, that I rejoyced at 
my profperous Adverfity ; as confi- 
dering that if a Man will be gazing 
about the Streets in a populous Ciry, 
he muft expeét to be both mock’d 
and vultled, and even fometimes 
thrown down. There is no avoid- 
ing crofs Accidents in a Tumulr, but 
if | keep my felf retir'd and to my 
Study, the Mob lets me alone; there 
is no Confpiracy againft a Man who 
lives referv’d, and does notenter up- 
on Controverfy. The Hatred of the 
World is not come to that height of 
Envy, as to perfecute any with Re- 


vengr, becaufe he dwells alone, and 
is at quiet in his own Mind. Thefe 
fedate Thoughts threw me into a 
Slumber, and I fancy d I was wan- 
dering ina Defart where I met with 
an old Man of a venerable Afpeét, 
who ask d me what | meant by com- 
ing that private Way? J told him I 
was in fearch of Silence. Silence (fays 
he) that’s Peace ; go along with me 
and I'll fhew you a glimpfe of ir. He 
led me through feveral intricate Al- 
leys to a Wildernef&, in the midft 
whereof was a Houfe furrounded 
with Meadows and Gardens. Gom- 
ing upto a Draw Bridge he bid me 
read the Infcription | faw over the 
Gate ; where obferving that feveral 
of the Characters were defac’d by a 
long Series of time, I delired him to 
interpret it, which he accordingly 
did. This Houfe (faid he) is fur- 
rounded with Rocks, Mountains and 
Hills; no Travellers pafs by that 
way ; it is out of fight of the whole 
World. The Foundation thereof was 
laid in the time of Cain, and it is 
now confecrated under the ‘Title of 
the Solitary Monaftery Once it was 
Crowded with Inhabitants, but now 
there are only a few to be feen lodg- 
ing within its defolare Apartments ; 
and they live free from Care and 
Noife. Itold him fuch a Houfe as 
that was the Place I wanted for my 
Abode ; where I might only hear the 
whiftling of the Winds, and efcape 
the Knowledge of the Multitude. 
Going (as I thought) to view the in- 
fide of this ancient Pile of Building, 
I awak'd and found my felf leaning 
upon my Desk ; then fooking a 
° 
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his B { fide, 


my Cinakc im into 


{ which 
ae Vie 


came 
much i 


ircumitances 





n Line? x 
at aGentlemin’'s H 


oet a } j h Val 1c 
fon, and f 
nal Notes in 
which I k 
guard their hk 
Praife, and ou 
ons tran {mite ve 
d 0 ym ft th ink it 


it ion In any 


is no Rel furd, 
fomething ahi 1 is commend 
may be found in it. However, ! 
fear of difoblicing any “et 
fhall make no mention of the Gi ace 
man’s Per{wafion, whofe Chara¢ 
lam now abor ut to draw up; ithe 
ing that all | Men fhot him to 
he a Member of their particular 
Church. I went to this Perfon’s 
Houle at five in the Morning, with 
an Intention to give him a Vitit at 


Lo 
take 


legis € urtains to | 


and 


cht | 
is L,ibra- 
Door this 
I am now 
Ancient Fa. 
wing 
of * his 
Fro om Twelve 
IE yment « 
Refrefly 
Ater se he 
retired again to his Study for two 
Hours; then he relteved Ten 
Perfons who lay f kK, and whom his 
Charity had found our. Inthe Even- 
in he fpent two Hours at the Tavern 
and Cotfee houfe, for the Refrefh- 
ment of Nature. At Eight, he wene 
home to Supper ; at Nine, he re- 
paired re private De- 
votions; and at E ley ven, he ordered 
| drawn, and went 
to Be ds where.as he lay, a tew Mi- 
nutes were run out in pious F jac ula- 
tions before he ie: afleep. This 
courte of Life [thought f commen- 
Cable tna young Gen leman, that [ 
could not forbear giving a due En- 
comium f his Merit ; though I am 
fure, fhould this Paper come to his 
Hands, my Pains would meet with 
no Kcecompence. 
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